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gardedas   such   it   was   regarded   with   that   primitive   sentiment   ol
anembodi- re]jgious avve and fear in which the feelings of reference and
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com-god    abhorrence are almost equally blended.     The ancients them-
selves seem to have been aware that there was another side
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a later time to the horror with which swine seemed to inspire the
tooted on Egyptians. For the Greek astronomer and mathematician
an em- Eudoxus, who resided fourteen months in Egypt and con-
n, versed with the priests,1 was of opinion that the Egyptians

of

the enemy   Spared the pig, not out of abhorrence, but from a regard to

its utility in  agriculture ;   for, according -to him, when the
Nile had subsided, herds of swine were turned loose over the
fields to tread the seed down into the moist earth.2    But
when a being is thus the object of mixed and implicitly con-
tradictory feelings, he may be said  to occupy a position of
unstable equilibrium.    In course of time one  of the con-
tradictory feelings is likely to prevail over the other, and
according as the feeling which finally predominates is that
of reverence or abhorrence, the being who is the object of it
will rise into a god or sink into a devil      The latter, on the
whole, was the fate of the pig in Egypt      For in historical
times the fear and horror of the pig seem certainly to have
outweighed   the  reverence and worship of which   he   may
once have been the object, and of which, even in his fallen
state, he never quite lost trace.     He came to be looked on
as an embodiment of Set or Typhon, the Egyptian devil
and enemy of Osiris.    For it was in the shape of a black pig
that Typhon injured the eye of the god  Horus, who burned
him and instituted the sacrifice of the pig, the sun-god  Ra
having declared the beast abominable.3     Again, the story
that Typhon was hunting a boar when he discovered and
mangled the body of Osiris, and that this was the reason why
pigs were sacrificed once a year,4 is clearly a modernised version
of an older story that Osiris, like Adonis and Attis, was slain

1  Diogenes Laertius, Vitae Philoso-      WalHs Budge (London, 1901), ii. 336
phorum, viii. 8.                                       5q., chapter cxii. ; E. A. Wallis Budge,

2  Aelian, Nat. Anim. x.   16.    The      The Gods of the Egyptians (London,
story is repeated by Pliny, Nat. Hist.      1904), i. 496 sq. ; id., Osiris and the
xviii. 1 68.                                               Egyptian Resurrection  (London   and

3  E.   Lefe*bure, Le Mythe Osirien,      New York, 1911), i. 62 sq.
Premiere  Partie,   Le s yeux   d*Horus         * Plutarch, Isis et Osiris, 8.   E.Lefe-
(Paris, 1874), p. 44;  The Book of the     bure (op. cit. p, 46) recognises that in
Dead, English  translation  by E. A.      this story the boar is, Typhon himself.